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into   account   the   mass   of  instincts   transmitted
through  their  predecessors,   and  therefore without
referring to their position in the general history of
human development.    And, secondly, it is essential
to remember in speaking of any great man, or of any
institution, their position as parts of a complicated
system of actions and emotions.    The word " if," I
may say, changes its meaning.    "If" Harold had
won the battle of Hastings, what would have been
the result ?     The answer would be comparatively
simple, if we could, in the old fashion, attribute to
William the Conqueror all the results in which he
played a conspicuous part:   if, therefore, we  could
make out a definite list of effects of which he was
the cause, and, by simply " deducting " them,  after
Coleridge's fashion, from the effects which actually
followed, determine what was the precise  balance.
But when  we   consider   how   many   causes  were
actually in operation, how impossible it is  to  dis-
entangle and separate them, and say this followed
from that, and that other from something else, we
have to admit that the might have been is simply
indiscoverable.    The great man may have hastened
what was otherwise inevitable; he may simply have
supplied the particular point, round which a crystal-
lisation took place of forces which would have other-
wise discovered  some  other  centre;  and the fact